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TO THE 


MOST REVEREND 


BENCH OF BISHOPS. 


ux LORDS, 

AY Itake leave to recommend this and 
X my two former publications“ to the 
peruſal of your Lordſhips ? T ſhall make 
no apology, for if my hypotheſis is right, 


it brings too much comfort to the people 
of England, and too mch joy to her 
church, to ſtand in need of any; and if it is 
wrong, it is not worth an apology. I aſk 
attention only, not patronage ; I ſeek truth, 
not reputation: : whick. latter, if I am right, 
muſt of courſe periſh with the preſent ſyſtem 
of things i in this world, ere it be grown up 


to maturity. I have reaſon to hope, how- 


ever, that what I have advanced may be 


* An Enquiry into the Second Coming of our Saviour. 
Antichriſt i in the F reach Convention, 


thought 


E 


thought not merely the offspring * of an en- 


thuſiaſtic fancy: it has been built on the 
ancient opinions of many learned and pious 
men, as far as the foundations appeared to 
be ſound. The Britiſh Critic has done me 
the juſtice to recommend my firſt publica- 
tion; and the Reviewer, in the Gentleman's 
Magazine, has ſpoken handſomely. of them 
both; and as this proceeds upon the ſame 
grounds as the other two, I hope it will not 
be found wholly unworthy of that attention 
which, with the Uttnoſt deference and re 
ſpect, I thus preſume to Tonctt, ee with- 


out a name. 


* It ſometimes happens that men of moderate talents hit upon 
what thoſe of ſuperior abilities may have overlook ed; ſhould 
this be the caſe in the preſent inſtance, or ſhould any thing here 
thrown out excite thoſe ſuperior abilities to a freſh inveſtiga- 


tion into the prophetic n my labours will not be unre - 
warded, 


PREFACE. 


PRE A ik 


N the Preface to my Enquiry into the 
A Second Advent of Chriſt, it was men- 
tioned, that having ſeen Dr. Whitby's Para- 
phraſe. and Annotations on the New Teſta- 
ment after my ſheets were ſent to the preſs, 
I was not at all diſcouraged from ſuffering 
the publication to go on, by any arguments 
I had met with in Dr. Whitby's work ; but 
was the more convinced the ſubje&t ſtill re- 
quired a more cloſe and ſtrict inveſtigation. 


In the following Tract, I have endeavoured 


to jullify the above aſſertion; and as the 


truth of my hypotheſis depends much on 
the conſtruction which ſhall be put on the 
2th chapter of St. Matthew, I have ven- 
tured to lay before the public a review of 


Dr. Whitby's Annotations on that chapter, 


vain 


8 
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18 
with reaſons why I diſſent from his opinion; 
together with ſome obſervations on certain 
paſſages in Iſaiah, in confirmation of what 
I have advanced. If I have been guilty of 
repetition, I truſt nevertheleſs that the ſub- 


ject has been in ſome meaſure varied by 


being thrown into different points of view, 
which in ſo intricate an inveſtigation may 
have its uſe, 


A REVIEW 


A REVIEW 
F 
DR. WHITBY's 
PARAPHRASE AND ANNOTATIONS 


ON 


sr. MATTHEW, Cnar. XXIV. 


. 
4 


21. 


Tae it may ſeem the height. of 

preſumption to call in queſtion the 
opinions of ſo great a man as Dr. Whitby, 
on which our church places ſo firm a re- 
liance; . I truſt, a candid diſcuſſibn of 
any pallage in Scripture about which the 
learned have ſo widely differed. in opinion, 
will ever meet with a favourable. reception, 
eſpecially when the mover of it has no idea 


of dictating opinions to the world, but 


writes to promote an enquiry into the a appa- 
rent errors of former interpreters, in order 
to have the truth more clearly aſcertained. 


B There 


LS. 1 


There are ſome points advanced by Dr. 
Whitby, which, as I cannot comprehend, 
ſo, unleſs more convincing reaſons than any 
I have yet ſeen can be adduced in their 
ſupport, cannot aſſent to; for the autho- 


rity of man, however great, is not ike that 
of God, infallible. 


In his table at the end of his firſt volume, 
he has this aſſertion, All which Chriſt 
lays in Matt. xx1v. relates to the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem,” vol. i. d. And from ſome 
ſlighting expreſſions which have more than 
once eapien him againſt Dr. Burnet and 


Mr. Whiſton, 1 judge he has been led to 


1 a concluſion more by animoſity againſt 
his opponents than by the dictates of ſound 


reaſon; for thou gh i has been underſtood 
by many learned divines” that the figns of 
the deſtrutti jon of Jerufalem might like wiſe 


be NN to the deſtruction of the "world, 


the grmer eing a type of the latter, yet it 
does not ſeem to follow that all the i gns 
19 in xxiv of Matt. will, vice verſa, 

ply to the 5 deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 1 


ww - ww * 


* See Poole's Notes, d b 
oubt 
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doubt myſelf whether Chriſt alludes at all 

* the deſtruction of Jeruſalem till he 
comes to verſe 15, where he ſpeaks of the 
abomination of deſolation, for I rather in- 
cline to think he takes up the laſt queſtion 
firſt, with regard to the end of the world ; 
telling them, as St. Paul afterwards tells the 
Theſſalonians, 2, ch. ii. v. g. to let no man 
deceive them, for that end they enquired 
after would not come till after ſuch and 
ſuch things as he there relates had come to 
paſs, He then proceeds in regular order to 
ſpeak firſt of the deſtruction of the temple 
to verſe 28, then of his ſecond coming to 
verſe go. ch. xxv. and then of the end of 
the world; for here certainly are three an- 
ſwers to three queſtions (for the inſorma- 
tion perhaps of future Chriſtians), whether 
the Apoſtles meant to aſk three queſtions or 
not: nor can I agree with Dr. Whitby, that 


St. Mark and St. Luke would in that caſe 
contradict St. Matthew +, becaule their narra- 


tive falls ſhort of his, when as far as their nar- 


His warning againſt falſe Chriſts in verſe 5. is repeated in 
verſe 24, and therefore may well be ſuppoſed to relate to ano- 
ther time and another event. 


+ Appendix, p. 253» b 
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rative goes, it confirms his, more eſpecially 
as St. Luke makes a ſeparate queſtion about 
thekingdom in ch. xvii. Where three writers 
are all equally inſpired : he that writes moſt 
fully, muſt be looked to as an expoſitor of 


| What has been more conciſely ſtated by the 


other two. 


Dr. Whitby ſays, page 255, © that to in- 
form his Apoſtles of the times and ſigns of 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, was all our 
Saviour had to ſay, becauſe it was all they 
meant to aſk; for ſurely,” continues he, 
e he anſwers fully who anſwers all that is 
mtended to be aſked.” Yet, in page 258, he 
ſays, © We grant that the latter part of 
Matthew 24 and the whole of 25 belong to 
the day of judgment ; nor 1s it,” ſays he, 
“% any wonder that our Lord paſſes from it, 
i. e. the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, to a diſ- 
courſe on that day, it being his zſual man- 
ner * to atvance to a diſcourſe of the higheſt 


* In ſuch intricate e ſubjects ſome allowances muſt be made * 


the different times and different points in which they are 
viewed, before the writer is charged with inconſiſtency; yet, 


where he gives two opinions that ate at variance with each 
other, we are ſurely at * to adopt which we like beſt. 


9 | 2 moment. 


ee 85 
moment.” It remains then ſurely: for us to 
diſtinguiſh where he begins to make that 
tranſition, 


I muſt confeſs I am at a loſs to find from 
whence Dr. Whitby colle&s that the Tagzou 
or coming of our Lord, was to take place at 
the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. He aſſerts, 
indeed, that St. James expreſſes himſelf to 
that purpoſe in chap. 5, but I ſee no reaſon 
to underſtand him ſo: that day 1s fre- 
quently in Scripture ſaid to be nigh at hand, 
though it might ſtill be at a great diſtance 
according to our computations ; neither 
will the Lord be ſlack concerning his pro- 
miſe, though ſome men may count him fo ; 
but that his ah was to take place at the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem can by no means 
be underſtood from his diſcourſe in Mat- 
thew 24, for it has a direct contrary tendency. 
He warns his Apoſtles in a very particular 
manner not to give credit to any ſuch re- 
port, though it ſhould be aſſerted in the 
ſtrongeſt manner poſſible; that many im- 
poſtors would appear in his name, and if it 


* At his Tzpov7:a the 9: xpi5+ are to riſe from the dead. 
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were poſhble, deceive the very elect, but 
that they ſhould by no means liſten to 
them. Should it be ſaid he was in the de- 
ſert, or in the ſecret chambers, they ſhould 
believe it not ;. for that when he ſhould 
come, the fact would be ſelf-evident, and as 
clear as the lightning ſhining from one end 
of heaven to the other. But it can by no 
means be inferred from hence that it was to 
happen at this time, for he is not ſpeaking 
of the time, but the manner of his coming ; 
yet Dr. Whitby puts his own conſtruction 
on this and the following 28th verſe, and 
grounds his principal argument on that con- 
ſtruction, which appears to me to be evi- 
dently an erroneous conſtruction, for the 
following reaſon : that in the 1gth of St. 
Mark, and the 21ſt of St. Luke, we do not 
find the above-mentioned 27th and 28th 
verſes of the 24th of St. Matthew, but we 


do find them again in the 17th chapter of 


St. Luke ; in which chapter we do not find 
one word ſaid of the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 


lem, but the queſtion and anſwer relate ſolely 


to the comingot Chriſt's kingdom®, inſomuch 


* Nothing is ſaid here of the goſpel being to be preached 
to all the world before his coming. 


that 


CE 


that Dr. Whitby acknowledges, in his note 
on the 21ſt verſe, © that the kingdom here 
cannot mean Chrilt's coming to deſtroy Je- 
ruſalem ;” nevertheleſs, when he comes to 
the laſt verſe, he cannot forbear reverting to 
his former favourite explanation, that 
* where the carcaſe is, there will the eagles be 
gathered together,” ſignifies the Roman ſtan- 
dards collected about Jeruſalem. Whereas, 
this paſſage ſeems to me to be much better 
explained by Poole thus : Where he ſhall be, 
there will his ſaints be gathered unto him, 
Luke xvn. 37. (Where the ſlain are, there 
is he, Job xxxix. go.) it being a pro- 
verbial expreſſion and meaning no more 
than this, that mankind would be collected 
in Hir day to that place where their moſt in- 
tereſting concerns ſhould lie, in like man- 
ner and as certainly as eagles aſſemble round 


a dead carcaſe: and where ſhould their 


moſt intereſting concerns be but round the 
perſon of their Lord and Saviour? And I 
am the more confirmed in this opinion 
when I conſider the two foregoing verſes 
in Luke 17. as alluding to the {ame event 
which St. Paul ſpeaks of in the 4th chap. 

B 4 1 Thel- 


% ad nw * - 4 - EA 3 — — 2 — — x ¶ tt. t—_ — 
„ O_o + Sy—_— 2 . —_ 


- _— eng. 


— —œ— —— — —— — ———ů— —0⸗ 


E66 


#3 


1 Theſſalonians, viz. that thoſe who ſhall 
be alive at the coming of our Lord, will 
be caught up into the air to be ever with 
him; that is, all thoſe who, like the wiſe 
virgins, have taken care to provide oil for 
their lamps, while thoſe who. have neg- 
lected to provide it will be left behind. 


St. Matthew 24. 29. Our Saviour pro- 
ceeds to tell them what ſhall happen imme- 
diately alter the deſtruction of Jeruſalem ; 


that is, events which ſhall then begin to 


take place, not among the . Jews, as Dr. 
Whitby ſuppoſes, whoſe city and polity 
ſhould have been then deſtroyed, but in 
the Roman empire, the ſeat of his church; 
viz. that the ſun would be darkened, and 
the moon would not give her light; that 
is, that the light of the goſpel “ would be 
obſcured by numberleſs hereſies, as it began 
to be in the reign of Titus (See Echard's 
Hiſtory); 2dly. That the ſtars would fall from 
heaven; that is, that the churches which 


had profeſſed chriſtianity would apoſta- 


* See Revelations 12, where the woman is clothed with the 


ſun, and Poole's Notes. 


tize, 


WA 
tize, for our Saviour himſelf explains ſtars 
to mean the angels of the churches, Rev. 


1. 20. Thirdly, that the powers of heaven 
would be ſhaken ; that is, as has been gene- 


rally underſtood, that the governments of 


this world would be ready to fall away, and 
then would appear the ſign of the Son of 
Man in the clouds of heaven; which Dr. 
Whitby, by an unaccountable retrogreſſion, 
explains to be figns of what had already 
happened, and to mean the Roman army 
coming to deſtroy Jeruſalem, notwithſtanding 
it had been ſaid in the preceding verſe, that 
theſe things were to happen after the tribu- 
lation of thoſe days in which Jeruſalem had 
been deſtroyed. In like manner he quotes 
a paſſage from the Revelation of St. 
John, to prove this coming of our Saviour 
to be to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, though 
St. John wrote the Revelation after that 
deſtruction had happened. See the note on 
verſe xxx, chap. 24. Which words of St. 


John, he ſays, relate to this very time, and 


might 4e.a wifion ſeen by St. John before the 
deſtruction of Feruſalem, notwithitanding St. 
John writes thus in the future tenſe : 

Every 


i. A „ SEES 


C 1 ] 
% Every eye ſhall ſee him, and they who 
have pierced him and all the tribes of the 
earth ſhall mourn,” Which laſt words are 
the words likewiſe of St. Matthew, and 
there can be little doubt but that our Sa- 
viour and St. John foretold the ſame event. 
St. John, indeed, frequently writes of the 
future as paſt, becauſe perhaps he had ſeen 
it repreſented in viſion ; but to underſtand 
that he was ſpeaking of the paſt ®* when he 
was foretelling future things, would be to 


invert the order of prophecy, and confuſe it 
with hiſtory. 


Dr. Whitby ſeems to lay ſome ſtreſs on 
the word immediately, ſee his note on verſe 
29, 31, and 34; and in his appendix in an- 
{wer to Mr. Whiſton, p. 256. he writes thus: 
© Is it not evident that all theſe things which 
Mr. Whiſton refers to the day of judgment 
were to happen immediately after that tribu- 
lation, and not almoſt two thouſand years 
after it? And in page 258 and 212, he 
ſays, this very deſtruction was foretold by 
His anſwer to this objection, ſee page 276, where he 


ſeems to run into confufion inexplicable, by apply ing St. John's 
words to another event, 
Joel. 


E 3 

Joel. Now let us examine when and in 
what words Joel foretells this deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem. He foretells it eight hundred 
years before Chriſt in theſe words: © For the 
day of the Lord o eth; it rs nigh at hand: 


which 1s ſufficient to ſhew that thele pro- 


phecies are ot to be expected to be ſo 
ſpeedily accompliſhed as the words ſeem at 
firſt ſight to import; for a thouſand years 
are with God as one day, and one day as 
a thouſand years. See Dr. Whitby's own 
note on that paſſage, 2 Peter 3; likewiſe 
Poole's note, Rev. i. 1. 


But if all thoſe particular and remarkable 
events foretold by our Saviour in Matthew 
24 had really happened at the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem; if he himſelf had appeared in 
the clouds as manifeſtly as the lightning 
ſhines from one end of heaven to the other; 
if all the tribes of the earth had mourned 
when they looked on him whom they 
pierced ;- if he had then gathered his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other; if of two men in the 
held, one had been taken and the other 

| left; 
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left ; if of two women grinding in the mill, 
one had been taken and the other left; 
if thoſe wiſe and faithful ſervants therein 
mentioned had at that time received the 
promiſed rewards of their fidelity, there 
can be no doubt but that the completion of 
all theſe things would have been manifeſted 
to the world, and as faithfully recorded to 
poſterity as the prophecies which were ful- 
filled at his crucifixion, at which time 
the moſt trifling circumſtances were no- 
ticed, even that they parted his garments 
among them, and caſt lots upon his veſ- 
ture. 


In the gth of Hebrews, verſe 28, it is 
ſaid, © Unto them that look for him, ſhall he 
appear the /econd time without fin unto ſal- 
vation.” But if his /econd coming was to be 


to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, that deſtruc- 


tion and this ſalvation muſt mean the ſame 
thing ; yet though Dr. Whitby has put that 
conſtruction on the kingdom and redemp- 


tion, I do not find that he has done the 


ſame on this ſalvation: yet that this fal- 


vation, the kingdom, and the redemption, 


mean 


C18 J 


the ſame thing, who can doubt? Should 
it be ſaid, that what was deſtruction to 


the Jew was ſalvation to the Chriſtian, | 


would it not be to fritter away the glo- 
rious promiſes of God to a moſt unwor- 
thy conſtruction, by making them end in 
the eſcape of a few miſerable people with 
their lives from 'the deſtruction of the 
city ? „ 090! 15 


In the 23d chapter of St. Matthew, laſt 
verſe, our Saviour tells the people of Je- 
ruſalem, “ Ye ſhall not ſee me henceforth 
till ye ſhall fay, Bleſſed is he that cometh 


in the name of the Lord.“ This paſſage 


Dr. Whitby tries hard to explain as relat- 


ing to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem; but 


with what ſucceſs let the reader judge, 
when it appears that the Doctor himſelf is 
not ſatisfied with his own propoſition; but 


after twiſting the meaning of the word aragri 
to little purpoſe, he writes thus. If this 
expoſition ſhould not be allowed, I would 
willingly refer this to the time mentioned 


by St. Paul, Romans 11. 20. Iſaiah 59, 20. 
When the Deliverer {hali come out of Sion, 
and 


E 


and turn away iniquity from Jacob, and 


ſo all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved (he adds) by 
converſion to the Lord, and ſaying, Bleſſed 
is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. But if be admits they were not to 
fee the Lord till their converſion, and that 
converſion has not yet taken place, he ad- 
mits of courſe that they were not to ſee 


him at the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and 


it will follow that the goth verſe of chap- 
ter 24 can have no reference to that time. 
In ſhort, ſuch admiſſion muſt entirely deſtroy 
his whole expoſition of chap. 24 of Mat- 
der. 


a . is this the only paſſage in Dr. Whit- 
by ſo at variance“ with itſelf as to require 
Wee In his appendix, p. Soha 1. 


*I am far from meaning to 3 AiſrelpeAtull of Dr, 
Whitby” 8 works: it is not to be wondered at that they ſhould 
have ſome inconſiſtencies. What has been finiſhed with fo 
much labour and ingenuity muſt have been the reſult of a long 
ſtudy, and the mind muſt have been burthened beyond its abili. 
ties to bear. In this ſhort treatiſe I fear my errors alſo are 
more than I am aware of. In my laſt there is a note with re- 
gard to the cities of Iſrael, which was too haſtily adopted with- 
out a due conſideration of the context, Page 12. | 


t On 


v 3 J 
on Matthew 24, he aſſerts, that the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem was to be attended 
by the real preſence of Chriſt (rasse); yet, 


in vol. 1, page 256, he ſays, © It is proved 


that this goth verſe of Matthew 24 cannot 
Telate to his ſecond coming.” How are we 
to underſtand this? If he came at all, 
ſurely it muſt be his ſecond coming. In 
verſe 2, page 458 and 466, he endeavours 


to prove, that the Jewiſhnation is meant by 


the Man of Sin, or Antichriſt; and page 
459 was revealed fo to be when the Lord 
did conſume her with the breath of his 
mouth. Here he ſpeaks of Antichriſt as 
paſt; yet, in his diſcourſe on the Millen- 
nium, page q, he ſpeaks of Antichriſt as to 
come, for he ſays, I believe, that after 
the fall of Antichriſt, there ſhall be ſuch a 
glorious ſtate of the church, &c. to con- 
tinue a thouſand years during Satan's bind- 
ing, &c.” And again, page 10, © After 
the fall of Antichriſt, and before the /econd 
coming of our Lord to judgment, the Jews 
ſhall be converted, and become a famous 
church again.“ But if our Lord is to de- 


ſtroy Antichriſt by the brigluneſs of his 


coming, 


(26 2 


coming, as the Doctor acknovwledges he is, 
then of courſe he muſt come to do it; and 
therefore, as the happy ſtate of the church 
is to be after the fall of Antichriſt, ſo like- 
wiſe muſt it be after that coming of our 
Lord, therefore that coming cannot be to 
the final judgment and to the end of the 
world. The only difficulty that occurs to 
me 1s in the gath verſe. This generation 
ſhall not paſs away till all theſe things ſhall 
be done Luke, fulfilled). Perhaps the 
word van might more properly be ren- 
dered, till all theſe things Hall be doing, that 
, taken in hand to be done; but all diffi- 
culty is done away by admitting Stack- 
houſe's definition of a generation to be 
right, viz. that it means one of the three 
ages of the world, that 1s, two thouſand 
years. Nor is Dr. Whitby without his 
difficulties in eſtabliſhing the kingdom of 
Chriſt at his reſurrection. In his note, 


1 Cor. 15, page 205, All power is given 
me in heaven and in earth, Matt. xxviii. 


18. he ſays, Why this reward ſhould not 
ceaſe when the work is done; why his do- 


minion over death ſhould not ceaſe when 
| death 
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death is deſtroyed; his power of giving 
eternal life, or judging when all are judged, 
and none are left to be crowned, he con- 
feſſes he does not underſtand. But are not 
theſe ſtrong arguments that his kingdom 
was not ſet up at the refurreftion ? that 
his work was not done, that death was not 
deſtroyed, that all are not yet judged, and 
that ſome are ſtill left to be crowned? For 
vhen all theſe things have been done, of which 
the deſtruction of death is to be the laſt, he 
is to deliver up the kingdom to the Father. 
He was riſen, 1t is true, and had opened to 
us the gates of everlaſting life, but thoſe 
gates were not to be entered till a future 
period. As Samuel tells Saul, 1 Samuel, 
chap. xv. 28. The Lord hath this day 
rent the kingdom of Iſrael from thee, and 
given it to a neighbour of thine that is 
better than thou.“ Yet 1 it did not take mos 
1 n * after. 


Thou 9 Dr. Whitby quotes the Frogbets 
in confirmation: of his hypotheſis, yet he 
confeſſes, in his Appendix to the 11th chap- 
ter of the Romans, Page 110, that: their 

C pro- 


perial. power. that reſtrained it from ſhew- 
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prophecies: have not been fully accom- 


pliſhed; and this confeſſton leads me to a 
ſuppoſition that this may be a miſtake, owing 
not to any deficiency in the completion of 


the prophecies, but to an, error in his inter- 


pretation of them. Reſpecting the kingdom 


of Chriſt, he refers to the prophet Daniel, 
chap. 2 and 7; which ſhews, that by he 
kingdom we have here the ſame meaning, and 
I am willing to try the queſtion by this rule. 


Was then this prophecy fulfilled at the re- 


ſurrection? Was the fourth kingdom, or 
Roman government, ſupported by ten 
kings in the days of our Saviour? Or was 
that government deſtroyed at his reſurrec- 


tion, as it is to be upon the eſtabliſhment of 


his kingdom? No. It was in the zenith 
of its power, and governed by one arbitrary 
monarch, Who held all other ſtates in ſub- 
jection: it flouriſhed for ages after, and at 
length, under its eighth form of govern- 
ment, the papal power, has continued down 
to the preſent day. Let us now conſider 
how it may be fulfilled in theſe times. This 
eighth head, or papal power, ſince the im- 


ing 
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ing itſelf was taken away, has continued al- 
moſt one thouſand two hundred and fixty 
years, or time times and a half. It has been 
ſupported by ten kings of late, till at length 
another power diverſe from them aroſe 
amongſt them, and has plucked up three 
of them by the roots. This power has 
ſpoken great words againſt the Moſt High; 
he has worn out, and has threatened to 
wear out, the people that profeſs the true 
worſhip of God; he has thought to change 
times and laws. What more 1s there left of 
the prophecy to be accompliſhed, but that 
his dominion be taken away, and that the 
ſtone that cruſhed him become a great 
mountain? Dr. Whitby ſays (2 Ep. Theſſ. 
page 472), © At the diſſolution of the Ro- 
man empire in 476, when the reſtraining 
power was taken away, they ſaw no Anti- 
chriſt appearing, for the Pope and his clergy 
were then orthodox.” I anſwer, The impe- 
rial power (that © zarzx) was not taken 
away at that time, for it was only the fixth 
head of that government that was deſtroyed 
in Auguſtulus; the imperial power ſtill 
flouriſhed in the Gothic Emperors, the ſe- 
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venth head; but when they were driven out 
in 53b, the hiſtorian ſays, * Now Rome 
became a member of that empire of which 
heretofore ſhe had been the head.” The 
eighth head ſuccceded in the papal power, 
which agrees with the prophecy explained 
by the angel, Rev.. 17. For that this pro- 
phecy in the Revelations, and the above 
prophecy in Daniel, allude to the ſame 
events, 1s plain; one ſpeaks of the fourth 
empire on earth, which every one under- 
ſtands to be the Roman, which was firſt di- 
vided into two, and afterwards into ten, an- 
ſwering to the legs and toes of a man; and 
the other ſpeaks of that great city which ſat 


on ſeven hills, and ruled at that time over 
the kings of the earth. 


I have inſiſted the more on this ſubject of 
Chriſt's ſecond Advent, becauſe I find many 
learned writers have given into the ſame opi- 
nion as Dr. Whitby ; but Dr. Stackhouſe 
does not ſeem to join in it hearty, for page 
1319, Hiſtory of B. he ſays, Dr. Whitby's 
is the popular opinion at preſent, which ſeems 
to imply a doubt at leaſt; and in page 1459, 

he 
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ſays, this Advent was not perſonal, meaning 
his coming to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 
But if it was not perſonal, how could it be 
that coming mentioned in Matt. xxiv. go? 
at which coming all the tribes of the earth 
are to mourn and to ſee him coming in the 
clouds of Heaven with power and great 
glory. It remains only to make a few ob- 
ſervations on two paſſages of Iſaiah, which 
appear to me to relate to this ſecond Ad- 
vent of our Lord. I think it cannot be 


denied me but that the 25th chapter of 


Iſaiah relates to this event, where it is ſaid, 
Thou haſt effected wonderful things, coun- 
ſels of old, promiſes immutably true. He 
| ſhall take away the ve that was ſpread 
over all nations: he {hall utterly deſtroy 
death for ever, and wipe away the tear from 
off all faces. Here then is not a word ſaid 
of the final judgment; but his care and 
protection of his people, as well as his 

wrath and deſtruction dealt out to his ad- 
verſaries, are repreſented in lively colours 
in this and the two next chapters. And it 
appears, chap. xxvi. 10. that even in this 
his kingdom rebellion will {till exiſt. 
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„Though mercy be ſhewn to the wicked, 
yet will he not learn righteouſneſs; in the 
very land of rectitude he will deal perverſe- 
ly, &c.“ So that there will be authorities 
and powers even yet to be ſubdued, 1 Cor. 
xv. ver. 24, 235. 


If it be allowed chat this 25th chapter 
relates to the ſecond Advent of our Lord, 


may ve not reaſonably ſuppoſe that the 


foregoing 24th chapter may relate to thoſe 
ſigns * which are to precede his com- 
ing? viz. that the powers of the heaven 
ſhall be ſhaken. - Here perhaps we may 
find the right key to open the door of this 
prophetic myſtery; and may underſtand 
that he meant by this expreſſion, confufron, 
and a total overthrow of all order amongſt 
mankin. in the firſt place, and in the end 
miſery, deſolation, and death; all which are 
here painted in the ſtrongeſt colours. The 


* Dr. Lowth endertands this 24th chapter to relate to the 


judgments impending over the Jews. He underſtands the 25th 
chapter to relate to the eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's kingdom, and 
therefore concludes theſe two chapters have no intimate con- 
nection. Let the reader well conſider this. See Lowth's 
notes. 


The 
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firſt figures in the piece bear a ſtriking 
reſemblance to liberty and equality, and the 
latter: purſue them as their {hadow. The 
ſcene is ſtill in Moab. There is nothing 
ſaid of the reſtoration of the Jews * till 
chapter 27. We will now pals on to chap- 
ter 60, where we ſhall ſee the fame events 
in a different point of view, but preceded 
by a ſimilar apoſtacy, diſorder, and cala- 
mity, as in chapter 24. © Ariſe! be thou 
enlightened, for thy light is come.” This I 
underſtand to be addreſſed to the Chriſtian 
church (the woman in the wilderneſs, Rev. 
12) after the expiration of time times and a 
half. It could not be meant to be addreſſed 
to her at his firſt coming, for how could 
ſhe be called hated, forſaken, afflicted, re- 
jected, before ſhe had been in exiſtence ? 
And as it is not at all conſiſtent with what 


The condition on which the Jews are to be reſtored ſhews 
how very jezlous God is of whatever may have the leaſt ten- 
dency to idolatry : why then do we ornament our altars with 
figures of men, doves, crucifixes, or triangles? T hey are uſe- 
leſs at beſt: they may be offenſive. Hearts as deeply impreſſed 
with a ſenſe of God's goodneſs as they ought to be, need no 
ſuch monitors to aevotion- Exodus xx. 25. 
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we underſtand of his kingdom, that he 
ſhould have ſmitten her in his wrath after 
his kingdom had been ſet up, therefore we 
may hence conclude that his kingdom is 
to be ſet up at the time when he ſhall take 
her into favour again, and not before; then 
may ſhe come forth from her place of 
ſafety, for every nation that will not 
ſerve her ſhall periſh; the ſons of the 
oppreſſor ſhall come bending before her, 
and the days of her mourning ſhall ceaſe. 
Dr. Lowth ſeems to think, that the fix firſt 
verſes of the 63d chapter have no con- 
nection with the foregoing or ſucceeding 
verſes; but it ſhould be conſidered, that it 
is uſual with all the prophets, where they - 
ſpeak of the eſtabliſhment. of Chriſt's king- 
dom, and the reſtoration of his church, to 
intermix his triumphs over his enemies. For 
inſtance: in the 15th 1 Cor. his ſaints are 
to ariſe : he is to reign and to ſubdue his 
enemies. In Revelation, the witneſſes ariſe; 

he gives rewards to his ſervants, and 3:lirovs 
them that deſtroy the earth : ſo, in the 26th 
chapter of Iſaiab, is ſet forth the glory of 
his kingdom, the ſalvation of his people, 


the 
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the reſurrection of his deceaſed ſaints, and 
the deſtruction of his enemies, inſomuch 
that the earth ſhall no longer cover her 
{lain—See Lowth's note on the 6gd chap- 
ter. The concordance in all theſe paſſages 
is remarkable. Though. I am far from 
laying it down as a rule that the events 
foretold in Iſaiah are to ſucceed each other 
in courſe according to the courſe of the 
chapters, yet where two events are twice 
mentioned in the ſame order, it ſeems pro- 
bable that they are to take place in that 
order, It is obſervable, that in both the 
above paſſages the Jews are not noticed till 
after Chriſt's ſecond Advent, and the exalta- 
tion of the Chriſtian church: and the man- 
ner in which they are introduced in the 
63d chapter, verſe 7, is very particular. 
They burſt forth abruptly into praiſes of 
Jehovah, calling to mind his old loving 
kindneſſes, lamenting their preſent fallen 
ſtate, confeſſing their ſins, and imploring his 
forgiveneſs; and in our Bible tranſlation, 
in the 19th verſe, evidently betray a jea- 
louſy of the Chriſtians. Lowth calls it a 
formulary of humiliation, in order to their 


Con- 
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converſion. He has altered the ſenſe in 
verſe 18 and 19; but whether they expreſ- 
ſed that jealouſy or not, it is very clear that 
the Lord provokes that jealouſy in the 65th 
chapter, where he anſwers them thus: I am 
made known to thoſe that aſked not for me. 
Which provocation to jealouſy was foretold 
by Moſes, ſee Romans x, verſe 19, and chap. 
xi. from all which I infer, that the Jews will 
not be received into favour till after our 
Lord's ſecond Advent, and the exaltation of 
the Chriſtian church, And it appears from 
chap. Ixvi. verſe 7, that their converſion 
will bring about the acceſſion of the heathen 
world. If therefore all theſe events are to 
take place after our Lord's coming; and that 
they are to take place after it, appears from 
the order mentioned in 1 Cor. 15, ſurely his 
reign on earth muſt be of ſome duration. 
If the days of his people are to be as the 
days of a tree, ſo that they are to wear out 
the works of their own hands, it ſeems to 


confirm that paſſage in the Revelation, that 


he-7s io reigu with bis ſaints a thouſand years. 

How or in what manner this reign is to be 

condutted it may not become us to be 100 
inquiſitive 
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inquiſitive about, nor may it be within the 
reach of human knowledge to comprehend ; 
but to ſay we will not believe the word of 
God becauſe we cannot comprehend it, 
would be to give a reaſon that would not 
ſound well in the mouth of a chriſtian, | 
whatever it might do in that of a philoſo- 
pher; for it would be to ſet up the reaſon 
of man as a judge of the ways of God, 
which are far above out of his fight, ex- 
cepting ſo much of them as he has been 
pleaſed in his infinite goodnels to reveal. 


I ſhall only add a few words more re- 
ſpecting the 2gth verſe of Matthew 24, 
* The ſun {hall be darkened, and the moon 
{hall not give her light,” &c. My idea of 
this paſſage is this: that it was meant to 
comprehend in a few ſhort words the ſtate 
of his church at different periods from the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem till his ſecond com- 
ing. That the light of the goſpel was 
darkened immediately aſter the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, hiſtory, I truſt, will bear me 
out in the proof, notwithſtanding what Dr. 
Whitby has ſaid of the orthodoxy of the pope 


and 


L 28 ] 


and his clergy in the year 476. There is every 
reaſon to think that the miraculous gifts of 
the Holy Ghoſt ceaſed ſoon after the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, yet the arrogance of man 
ſtill pretended to in{piration, and introduced 
ſchiſm and-herely, till at length he (God) 
{mote- bis church in his anger, and permit- 
ted the powers of darkneſs, or as St. Paul 
expreſſes it, 2 Cor. 4. the God of this world 
to prevail for 1260 years, ſo as to drive 
away thoſe who wiſhed to worſhip God in 
the purity of the goſpel into the wildernels, 
that is, into the diſtant and obſcure corners 
of the earth. 'The Church of Rome, though 
now fallen from the right faith, yet as long 


as ſhe profeſſed the faith of Chriſt cruciſied, 


might ſtill be called the church of God, as 
the Jewiſh church continued to be notwith- 
ſtanding her worſhip was mixed with idola- 


latrous rites; ſo the fall of the Popiſh 


churches from all profeſſion of the faith may 
be meant by the ſtars falling from heaven, 
for it is to be hoped that the prophecy is 
not to be farther verified by the fall of any 
more Proteſtant churches, though we muſt 
lament to ſee how it is verified by the falling 
away 
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away of individuals among our own people. 
As to the reſt, viz. that the powers of the 
heaven ſhould be ſhaken, where can we look 
for an explanation of ſo ſhort and obſcure 
an expreſſion, but to other paſlages of 
Scripture which evidently relate to the ſame 
ſubject, and treat of it more diffuſely? If 
then the 25th and Goth chapters of Iſaiah 
(not to weary my reader with farther refe- 
rences) are allowed to allude to his ſecond 
coming, and the chapters immediately pre- 
ceding each of them foretell anarchy, op- 
preſſion “, apoſtacy, &c. with their conco- 
mitant evils, and to uſe Dr. Lowth's own 
words, © changing entirely the face of things, 
and deſtroying the whole polity both reli- 
gious and civil ;” ſurely they may ſafely be 
admitted as a clear and ſufficient explana- 
tion of that expreſſion of our Lord's, viz. 
The powers of the heaven ſhall be ſhaken. 


That the 25th and Goth chapters of Iſaiah 


do relate to the ſecond comuig of Chriſt ra- 


* St. Paul foretells the ſame to the Theſſalonians a d Timothy, 
and St. Peter the ſame: but where-is the happy Mate of the 
church preyious to his coming foretold ? 


ther 
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ther than to his firſt coming, I could wiſh 
my reader to pay ſome attention to. Dr. 
Lowth underſtands the 25th chapter to al- 
lude to the eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's king- 
dom, but ſo as to be comprehended under 
the goſpel diſpen/ation. Herein we differ. 
The goſpel has brought immortality to light, 
but it has not deſtroyed death as yet : it has 
been a light to lighten the Gentiles, but it 
has not as yet removed the veil from the face 
of all nations ; 1t 1s but a few that walk in 
that light, and thoſe few ſee through a glaſs 
darkly ; but when his kingdom ſhall be eſta- 
bliſhed, we ſhall ſee face to face, and the 


tear will be wiped away from every eye. 


As to the Goth chapter, I ſhall copy his 
words, which evidently ſpeak of the kingdom 
of Chriſt, not as preſent, but as future. 


« The ſubje& of this chapter,” ſays Dr. 
Lowth, © is the great increaſe and flouriſh- 
ing ſtate of the church of God by the con- 


verſion and acceſſion of the heathen nations 
to it, which 1s ſet forth in ſuch ample and 


exalted terms as plainly ſhew that the full 
completion of this nen. is reſerved for 
future 


„ 

future times. This ſubject is diſplayed in 
the moſt ſplendid colours under a great va- 
riety of images highly poetical, deſigned to 
give a general idea of that perfect ſtate of 
the church of God which we are taught to 
expect in the latter times, when the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles ſhall come in, and the Jews 
ſhall be converted and gathered from their 
diſperſions, and the kingdoms of this world 
ſhall become the kingdoms“ of our Lord and 
his Chriſt.” 


If the kingdoms of this world are yet to become the king- 
doms of our Lord, they could not have become ſo at the reſur- 
rection. To thoſe who have recourſe to a mediatory kingdom to 
explain this inconſiſtency, I have only to ſay, that the term 
mediatory kingdom ſeems to me to be of human invention, and not 
authorized by Scripture, 
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